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Empire Wastewater Treatment Plant Construction Update 
 

The first concrete slab of the 
new treament plant was poured 
earlier this week.  On 
Wednesday, about 250 yards of 
high strength concrete went into 
the first of 10 slabs that will be 
the tank bottom for the new 
Wastewater Plant 2 in Empire.  
It’s exciting to see the plant start 
to take shape with massive 

amounts of rebar already on the ground and up in the air for the walls.  Two more 
slabs will be poured on March 30th and 31st.  The $24 million project is on schedule 
and on budget!  The new plant is scheduled to be treating wastewater in June 2018.  
Follow the construction progress on the City Website (coosbay.org) by selecting 
“Government” from the main pull down menu, then select “Projects”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rendering of what the new plant will 
look like when completed in mid-2018 
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The Empire Mercantile, located at 640 Newmark Avenue, was recently able to 
make some significant façade improvements through the City’s Urban Renewal 
grants program. The main structure was built in 1930, and an addition was 
constructed in 1973/1974. The building is one story, and it is located in the Empire 
Urban Renewal District and the Empire Waterfront Settlement Design Review 
District. The Frost family have owned the building and operated businesses at this 
location for about 40 years. Prior uses include businesses such as D&N Furniture, 
Dollar & More Store, and now, Empire Mercantile. 

The façade improvement project included the replacement of the previous canopy 
on the south elevation of the building with a new ‘Dark Grey’ metal canopy; 
replacement of the prior ledger stone rock work with new ‘Black Rundle Alpine’ 
cultured ledger stone; the return of the colored cement abutting the sidewalk to its 
original color; removing three large vertical windows to create an indoor display 
and adding three smaller horizontal windows 
at the top for lighting; and replacing the old T-
111 siding with a ‘James Hardie’ siding and 
trim. On the west elevation, framing in of the 
recessed areas with ‘Hardie Stucco’ sheets 
and painting both the south and west 
elevations with a ‘Medium Warm Grey’ added 
a stylish finish to the edifice. The corner 
location of the property and its recent 
upgrades have added another positive 
dimension to the Empire efforts of improving 
the area for all to be proud of. 

The cost of the project was just under 
$42,000 of which the City’s Urban Renewal 
Façade program contributed $21,047. Before Picture 

Empire Mercantile gets a new and updated look 
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Budgeting Basics: Budget Season Announced 

The City of Coos Bay’s staff is busy 
preparing for the 2017/2018 budget season. 
The City’s adopted budget is a financial plan 
prepared for one fiscal year, and it is one of 
the most important and informative 
documents city officials and the public will 
use. The City is required to adhere to the 

state’s local budget law which is a group of statues that requires the City to prepare 
and adopt an annual budget that follows a very specific process. As such, the 
City's adopted budget is a legal document that establishes the authorization to 
receive and spend money. It presents the estimated costs of expenditures and 
anticipated revenues available to pay for those expenditures. 

Budgeting is actually a cycle which takes 12 months to complete. The budgeting 
process is composed of four phases: preparation, approval, adoption, and 
execution. Preparation of the budget is the first phase of the cycle, and it allows a 
city to look at its needs in light of the funds available. As an Oregon municipality, 
the City must plan for a balanced budget, meaning that resources and 
requirements are equal. As designated by the City’s Charter, the Budget Officer is 
the City Manager. The Budget Officer along with the Finance Director and other 
Department Directors develop the proposed balanced budget.  The next phase of 
the budget cycle is the approval phase which is performed in the public meeting 
process. Oregon Budget Law requires each government to have a budget citizen 
advisory committee. The City’s Budget Committee is tasked with reviewing the 
budget as proposed by the Budget Officer and to monitor the process to ensure 
adherence to State Law. The Budget Committee will hold a public meeting April 
11th to listen to comments and questions from interested citizens.  Ultimately, the 
Budget Committee members who serve alongside the City Council will approve the 
City’s budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2018. When approving the budget, 
the Budget Committee must also approve the property tax rate and amounts.  After 
the Budget Committee has approved the budget, the City Council is scheduled to 
adopt the budget at a budget hearing on June 6th. The City Council and Urban 
Renewal Agency hold budget hearings to adopt the budget by resolution. At this 
hearing, citizens have another opportunity to comment. Lastly, the execution phase 
is left to the City management to operate City services for the next fiscal year 
within the financial parameters of the legally adopted budget. 

We encourage citizen participation in the budget-
making process.  The first meeting of the Coos 
Bay Budget Committee will be April 11, 2016.  
The meeting will begin at 6:00 pm, and it will be 
held in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  
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The Festival of  Sail will be here before you know it.   

Be sure to mark your calendar for June 1st – 4th for this year’s 
Festival of Sail. There will be plenty of entertainment, activities, food, 
and more at the festival.   

Check out the webpage at www.festofsail.com  for festival schedule, vendor 
application, ticket purchases, volunteer opportunities, information on the ships, 
etc.   

  

http://www.festofsail.com/
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City Clean Up Day (Coos Bay and North Bend):  
 
The annual City Clean Up Day is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 22nd from 10am to 3pm. Residents of 
Coos Bay and North Bend can donate at least 4 
items of food or $4 for the South Coast Food Share 
and then drop off up to 4 cans (35 gallon size) of 
household garbage. Recyclables are welcome, but 
no tires, appliances, furniture, metal, or hazardous 
materials will be accepted. Garbage drop-off is 
limited to residents of Coos Bay and North Bend. 
 
United Way Day of Caring will be helping out community members, such as elderly 
or disabled persons, by picking up garbage at their homes and bringing it to a drop-
off site. South Coast Food Share, North Bend Presbyterian Church, and the 
Salvation Army will be helping to collect donations and direct traffic at the drop-off 
sites. Les’ Sanitary Service, Coos Bay Sanitary service, and North Bend Sanitation 
will be accepting the garbage and providing the collection equipment. 
 
Last year, we accepted over 19 tons of garbage and collected over 1,000 pounds of 
food for local food banks. This is our 10th year, so we hope to make this event even 
bigger and better than ever! 
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Coos Bay City 
Hall 

500 Central 
Avenue 

Coos Bay, OR  
97420 

www.coosbay.org 

 

 

Police 
Department 

(541) 269-8911 
 

 

Fire Department 
(541) 269-1191 

 

 

Library 
(541) 269-1101 

 

 

Community 
Development 
Department  

(541) 269-8918  
or 

(541) 269-8924 
 

 

Public Works 
Department   

(541) 269-8918 
 

 

Finance 
Department 

(541) 269-8915 
 

 

City Manager’s 
Office 

(541) 269-8912 
 

http://www.coosbay.org/

