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Commissioners Present: 

Commissioner Absent: 
Staff Present: 
Guests Present: 

Location: 

CITY OF COOS BAY 
PARKS COMMISSION MINUTES OF 

October 16, 2014 

Chair, Christine Coles; Ariann Lyons, Bill Orton, Patty Scott 
And Jennifer Stephens 
Carmen Matthews; Bev Meyers 
Randy Dixon, Operations Administrator, Pam Patton 
Cricket Soules, Marshfield Pioneer Cemetery. Cricket was not 
present at the time the meeting opened. 
City Hall Conference Room 
Coos Bay City Hall- 500 Central A venue 

CALL TO ORDER I ROLL CALL I APPROVAL OF MINUt~~ 
Chair, Christine Coles, called the meeting to order at 4:00pp:(J:j;;:~~::•: ,· < 

',·'' .. , ·~~:: :-j:J::~_ .. :::: :.'-~'· . 
···:> · .. ··· 

No Citizen Input I Public Comment taken at this time, '\;;, <:•~j:~;:: .:: > 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS -Ongoing discussio~:~·~~ttHngt~~!geese l~~it~~ in Mingus Park 

A long and involved discussion pursued. IJ1:P~~faisR,q.~sio~~; i~ w~~,requested to add bird feeders 
as a means of being proactive in the he(\lth of the'\Y~t~rfowl. Also suggested was the use of 
signage to educate the public regarding:'~f9eding, as'<.well as looking at the park and city 
regulations to prohibit feeding. , :: > •• <:•:;;; >. \ : 

Randy informed the commissigri.~rs tha(~ver th~::jMLZ:~nYbnths, the city has taken 1 0 to 15 calls 
from various people in the coillriii1Bjjy ~~k~!ding the geese and how aggressive they've become. 
One call was that of a 7y{::OI<.l)?~~ngt:Si.rt~1f:Hft}j~jf~Ce located dangerously close to his eye. 

Randy reiterated that·'fff~j~~es~;•.$yere ·~b(~iJd waterfowl but considered domestic because the 
park has become *Yirde~tjp.~tiBn, as the\public have discarded them as unwanted pets. The 
regulation ofw:~t~ffow{il;l th~p~;~,* is not the responsibility of the city nor is it for the ODF&W. 

Randy cited evid~~~,S: op~~ast e~J~#~rices from other municipalities. The City of Bend had been 
dealing with a geest~pppulation ir(the thousands. They had 3 law suits around $10 million each 
within a~ :J~ month ''tim~ period. One was a child who fell gravely ill, which resulted in 
emergency<:ffi~:Qig~l inte'f{f(bn'tion due to contamination from fecal matter. Without further 
alternative§;B~na•~y~u:t¥ally approached ODFW, State and the public for their help. They first 
tried relocatiqh to th~::;K_lamath area resulting in the waterfowl beating the caravan home. The 
only next opti(?n was extermination. ODF & W stepped in by placing the geese on a kill rotation 
over a period o~;f6ur months. 

The commissioner's would like to see the geese removed from the park. They would like to 
leave the existing ducks. Christine asked for a motion. 

42 Motion: Jennifer motioned to have the geese removed with regulations in place for 
allowed waterfowl. 43 

44 Second: Bill 
45 Vote: Ayes were unanimous. Motion carried. 
46 
47 
48 
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49 
50 NEW BUSINESS-

51 Mingus Park Amenities 

52 Randy referenced 5.4 Multi-Use Park Development Guidelines from the Parks Master Plan. 
53 Also on display was a map of Mingus Park with identifiers of existing amenities. Because of the 
54 upgrades and additions, he thought it best to 'phase in' improvements. He also suggested 
55 classifications and/or groupings to meet priorities and in deciding the grants that would be 
56 applicable to the upgrades. 

57 Dredging the lake would be a project of its own with the use of an ODF&W grant is anticipated. 
58 The Sports Complex would also be considered an independent project. << •:; ::>·. 

59 Existing issues: Drainage I Failed Infrastructure re: sewer and wat~fi:/)rrigaticiWj[;.Fountain. 
60 Infrastructure would be included in Phase 1. This would involve rai~ingg~~de in area~jiWith poor 
61 drainage i.e. southeast corner near playground. ,; • <:; :> l.Y .. 

'<:> ···, ;•.,·.: 

62 Building would address not only existing but also any new•~tmcture§.:i,.e. re~ttpg:w~; utilities, 
63 sheltered picnic area, pavilion and the amphitheater/stagtt~ea wffi.9Jt#~s '!haj6t ei~etrical issues, 
64 as well as layout. This classification will be considered in PJi~se 1. :,•]j~l:::::.. )i:> 
65 Randy asked the commission, from the list present~Q,i.fJhey h~g any addftl,g~:tf 
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' (' ••• < '.,· •• ,~.', ., '. ,., ' ' 

The commission would like to see .b~J);gicap<::~l~y •• ~.g~jpment '~ade available in the 
playground and the addition of Adu!t ADAiFi!ness Eqliipm~nt. 

"·'· ~<<<<<~, . "·' •, 

A volleyball court was requested i~pd prefe;~bly over the tennis court. Re-design the 
layout of existing tennis court/basl~~t"Qall hoops '4f1d horseshoe pits. Try to incmporate 
into a more useable space~:: :;r• ··~:~;::.;::;;.... .· 
Also needed would be.&tE~9:ditid~·:of a p~tm&Hofi•barrier from the nearby softball field. 

·'·:;·:::•,· .:Y>.· 

Because of the .!ncr~~~~d<:;~~~~Hi~~··:.qff~red, additional restrooms were asked to be 
provided. .,::·:·;:~\~/:·;·... , ~ ::.)~.>. "~::~~:~~~·· · · 

,•, ,~,\ ~;~~:~~ '<:.:;~~·:.·<',. 

• A correcti()UW!:tS ri66:q~di4~ dog ar~~/The area would be a "leashed dog area." 

• The c<;n,i:s~i~:~~~\Yo~~~;:\{~.(( to see. the addition of two (2) fishing piers with one location 
close to pli~lgpgJ6 acco~§aate the ADA and seniors. 

A motiotl:~as asked•:m:~£~ept the ~dditions to and amenities as listed. 
~<~:<<·"··· ·.···'<< .. , 

Motionecnr··;~:;:~~!:lllll mdti9n~d to accept existing list and to include the items discussed. 
Second: "•\;;., PAttY~j:::::::<:i·"' 
Vote: ·~~iAyes w~fe unanimous. Motion carried 

Cricket Soules representing the Marshfield Pioneer Cemetery was late in arriving and the Chair 
recognized her before the commissioner's closing comments. 

Cricket came before the commission to request the cemetery be licensed by the Oregon Mortuary 
and Cemetery Board (OMCB). The cemetery had been recently contacted by the Salem State 
Hospital that cremains had been located and was a relative of a Civil War Veteran buried in the 
cemetery. After contacting a relative, the cremains had been received with a small ceremony and 
his cremains were laid to rest. 
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By being a non-licensed cemetery, this was actually an illegal burial. Cricket requested that it be 
presented to the Council to have the Marshfield Pioneer Cemetery licensed by the OMCB. She 
submitted to Randy the necessary paperwork. There would be a fee of $100 and $50 for a 
principal to be listed for contact. The license is a 2yr renewal with no fees unless a change of 
principal. Randy would have to meet with Nate, the city attorney. 

COMMISSIONERS CLOSING COMMENTS-

Christine asked Randy when the updates to the Parks Master Plan would go out for public input. 
It was decided it would be sometime after the regular December meeting. 

Randy briefly updated the commission regarding the Empire Boat: ti:tthp : 1~8i<Jent. Mr. 
Buchannan requested to remove a sunken vessel by means of the bo~tf~J:llp. This'W~s a 75 ton 
vessel. He obtained legal advice and pursued removing againstJhe Cijyand Or6g~:m State 
Marine Board's decisions, as the ramp would not handle the vy¢1ghfwithou~ gamage;:") Oregon 
State Marine Board will take the lead in this case which coulq l)ecome a legal rilat~er.. f 
Signage at the Boardwalk placed prohibiting spinreel fishi~g wii1hnJOb f~et dfthldocks. Also, 
regarding the speed of boats in the channel causing wakes til~t were ugm,aging .~he moored boats, 
it had been determined that regulation would falL#nder th~ jurisdicttQH .• .Pf the Coos County 
Sheriffs Department. "' · · ••••••··· ·::. · · · · · 

Christine stated that the Pacific Cove Humap,e Sh¢l!~r had·~ghe ~~fore the Planning Commission 
and requested that the property on Vine bfre-zon~d]Qh2, which\vas granted. They have been 
approved and will move forward with the P.tocess. <ii• 
Before adjournment, Pam asked for.~ moii~J.J.to appro~~ the minutes of September 18, 2014. 
Jennifer Stephens asked for a 96tre6ti,p~ to Di#~ .. ? 1. Jhe name should be corrected to read 
Jennifer Groth. . <<<; .. ••••~• v::c••·•·• 

Motioned: Christine J:l16ti9p.~d'i6··~¢$~~t' ~s ¢0rrected 
Seconded: Arianny' ,,, . <:··;~ · · <.(:. . .... · 

Aye, 1Jnanifupus,<Minutes:~pproved as read with correction. 

" ··'" < > < •. ·> 

Vote: 

ADJOURNl\fE~'f [ 

Th~.re being ~i••(~rther bJ~~ness to come before the Parks Commission, by 
cons~~$"!J$ of the P~r~ Commission, Chair adjourned the meeting at 5:00 pm. 

Respectfully S1,lbffiitt~4~··· · .. ·· 
,",'> .~.·· ' ?.',',' 

Pamela Patt~·~,. 
Public Works ~pd'Development 

Christine Coles, Chair 
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